Extinction of the Smooth Handfish
(Sympterichthys unipennis)




General Handfish facts

14 different species, related to angler fish

Endemic to Australia and Tasmania

No larval phase, no swim bladder, benthic =
limited dispersal

® One of the rarest fish in the world




Smooth Handfish

® Discovered by Frangois Peron in 1802

® 1t modern-day marine fish to be declared
extinct on IUCN Red List

® “No reasonable doubt that the last individual
has died”

® Due to extensive oyster and scallop fishing




Why does this matter?
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455 fish species are critically
endangered

Marks a sad milestone
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Wake-up call: raise awareness, mitigate
threats



Thank youl!
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